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Condition Report Completion
Posted Online, July 18, 2019:

https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/science/condition/cinms/

(also easily accessible from channelislands.noaa.gov)

Web Story / Introduction to the Report:

http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/news/jul19/channel-islands-national-marine-
sanctuary-faring-well.html

(also easily accessible from channelislands.noaa.gov)

https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/science/condition/cinms/
http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/news/jul19/channel-islands-national-marine-sanctuary-faring-well.html
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CINMS Management Plan Revision Process



CINMS Management Plan Revision 
Process: Notice of Intent

❏ Targeted publication schedule: early October, 2019
Will contain:
❏ Background information
❏ Basic information for commenting, accessing documents, and 

attending a public scoping meeting
❏ Preliminary Priority Topics/Themes:

Partnership-Based Management
Climate Change
Collaborative Research and Monitoring
Protection of Sanctuary Resources
Education, Outreach, and Community Science



CINMS Management Plan Revision 
Process: Public Scoping Meetings

❏ Locations being considered:

Poinsettia Pavilion, Ventura
Faulkner Gallery, Santa Barbara Library

❏ Meeting structure and process considerations



CINMS Management Plan Revision Process: 
Advisory Council Roles during Initial Process Steps

❏ Provide notice about public scoping hearings and commenting 
opportunity; help boost public awareness and participation

❏ Participate in at least one of the public scoping hearings

❏ Help staff sort through the public scoping input, providing 
structured input on prioritization of issues to be addressed

❏ Help staff identify which issues need additional investigation, and 
how to approach that (e.g., formation of working groups or 
subcommittees)





Additional Condition Report Slides
(if needed)



ONMS Condition Reports
Goals of Report

• Assess current condition of site and system
Site level
• Updated understanding of condition and trends since 

2009 using NEW information
• Identify knowledge gaps and future research priorities
• Education and outreach tool & products

• Identify issues and topics for management plan review

System level: 
• Determine if the system is achieving its goals
• Reporting tool to congress, NOAA, DOC



Updated and NEW & IMPROVED 
Condition Report Structure
Site History & Resources
Driving Forces (NEW)
Pressures on the Sanctuary Resources
State (Status & Trends) of Sanctuary Resources
Ecosystem Services
Sanctuary’s Response to Pressures
Appendices 

Volume 1

Volume 2



Driving Forces &
Pressures on Sanctuary Resources

Topics covered
• Vessel Traffic
• Non-indigenous Species
• Ocean Noise
• Commercial and Recreational Fishing
• Energy Development Activities
• Pollutants
• Marine Debris
• Visitor Use
• Climate Variability



NEW
CINMS Ratings

New Status, Trend and Confidence Rating System

Status Trend ConfidenceConfidence



New Ratings Compared to 2009 

Stable or 
Improved 
compared 

to 2009

Worsened 
compared 

to 2009

Status TrendConfidence Confidence



Summary of Findings

Resources that are healthy or appear stable
• Eutrophic conditions (nutrient inputs)

• Water safety for swimming and recreation

• Shoreline and seafloor habitat

• Many kelp forest and demersal fish species

• Overall native sanctuary biodiversity 

• Maritime archaeological resources



Concerns
• Warm water event

• Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) 

• Impacts of global climate change

• Some habitat-forming species

• Invasive species in kelp forest

• Disease in sea stars

• Marine debris

Summary of Findings

Proportion of Damaged Gorgonians Sick and malnourished sea lions

Undaria - new invasive species

Seabird entangled in marine debris



Important information gaps 

Summary of Findings

● Status of Beaches and Soft-bottom habitats
● Characterization and Monitoring in Deeper Habitat
● Human activities: How much and what are impacts?
● Biodiversity: What are the best metrics to track BD?
● Global Climate Change: Current and likely future impacts?
● Marine Debris: How much, where, and what are impacts?
● Noise and soundscape: Sources, levels and potential impacts?
● Contaminants and non-point source pollutants
● Data poor indicator species



Updated and NEW & IMPROVED 
Condition Report Structure
Site History & Resources
Driving Forces (NEW)
Pressures on the Sanctuary Resources
State (Status & Trends) of Sanctuary Resources
Ecosystem Services
Sanctuary’s Response to Pressures
Appendices

Volume 1

Volume 2



NEW Section: 
Ecosystem Services
Cultural (non-material benefits)
• Sense of Place
• Non-Consumptive Recreation
• Consumptive Recreation
• Science
• Education
• Maritime Heritage

Regulating (buffers to change)
• Coastal Protection

Provisioning (products and supplies) 
• Food Supply - Commercial Fisheries
• Water
• Ornamentals
• Biotechnology
• Energy

Chumash: Multi-service assessment from 
Chumash community



Response section - coming soon
Highlight initiatives since 2009 that helped 
contribute to improved or stable outcomes….

● Vessel Traffic: Speed Reduction Program, changes to TSS 
● MPAs: monitoring shows improving conditions inside, 

education & outreach improving awareness
● Habitat protection: reducing anchor damage, improving 

wreck removal, MPAs reduce damage from bottom contact 
gear

● Seafloor mapping initiative, Nautilus exploration & education
● Marine Debris: reducing trap loss, shoreline clean-ups
● Maritime Archaeological Research and education



Response section - coming soon
Responses to new concerns….
• NIS: new Undaria research, resource 

protection & education efforts
• Ocean noise: new soundscape research on 

natural & man-made noise
• Contaminants: SCCWRP allocated 2018 

sampling in the sanctuary
• Biodiversity: how to best track changes? 

continuing partnership with MBON & CCIEA
• Vessel activity: exploring AIS and VMS data
• Host deep sea coral planning meeting



Condition Report: Steps to 
Completion

Volume 1 report sections Volume 2 report sections

Indicator Development meetings
New data compilation
State section workshops
Workshop and scientific expert review
Invited Review (agency/partner)
OMB required review
Staff - revisions, layout and formatting
Report finalization on website
August 24th, 2018

HQ staff drafting text and ratings
Subject expert review
HQ staff revisions
Site staff review + response section
Chumash community section received
OMB required peer review
Staff revisions (done), layout and 
formatting (in progress), clearance 
(coming next)
Report finalization and release on 
website (expected: May 2019)

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/science/condition/cinms/
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